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her roof lie probably first became acquainted with one
whose fortunes had no small influence on his own.

William Veitch, in after times a highly esteemed
minister of the Church, resided, in 1660, as tutor in a
family of Eoxburghshire connected by marriage ^with
the Elliots, and, in company with his friend Dr.
John Livingstone, was doubtless often a welcome guest
at Stobs. In something less than twenty years from
that time, Gibbie Elliot was settled as a writer in Edin-
burgh, and Veitch, who had cast in his lot with the
4 wild western Whigs,3 had become of sufficient impor-
tance to give umbrage to the Government.

Obliged after the battle of the Pentland Hills to fly
from Scotland, he had taken refuge in Northumberland,
where he occupied himself in preaching to the dales-
men on both sides of the Border.   By his means c the
ark? removed from Shiloh Ephratah, the ingrounds, the
places of greater outward plenty and pleasure, was to
be found in the borders of the mountains and fields of
the woods.'l In the midst of these ministrations, Veitch
was arrested by an act of arbitrary power, was carried
to Edinburgh, and sent by the  Council  -before the
Criminal Court on an old sentence obtained in his
absence some twelve years before.    The proceedings
against him being of a nature to preclude all hope of
justice from the King's Government in Scotland, he was
advised to send a representation of his case to London,
and he selected as the agent to conduct it, the son of
Ms old friends, the young writer, Gilbert Elliot.
1 McCrie's Life of the Rev* William Fetich.